Chapter 1. Basic principles of the form of government
Art. 1. All public power in Sweden proceeds from the people.

Swedish democracy is founded on the free formation of opinion and on
universal and equal suffrage. It shall be realised through a representative
and parliamentary polity and through local self-government.

Public power shall be exercised under the law.

Art. 2. Public power shall be exercised with respect for the equal worth of
all and the liberty and dignity of the private person.

The personal, economic and cultural welfare of the private person shall be
fundamental aims of public activity. In particular, it shall be incumbent
upon the public institutions to secure the right to health, employment,
housing and education, and to promote social care and social security.

The public institutions shall promote sustainable development leading to a
good environment for present and future generations.

The public institutions shall promote the ideals of democracy as guidelines
in all sectors of society and protect the private and family lives of private
persons. The public institutions shall promote the opportunity for all to
attain participation and equality in society. The public institutions shall
combat discrimination of persons on grounds of gender, colour, national or
ethnic origin, linguistic or religious affiliation, functional disability, sexual
orientation, age or other circumstance affecting the private person.

Opportunities should be promoted for ethnic, linguistic and religious

minorities to preserve and develop a cultural and social life of their own.

Art. 7. Sweden has municipalities and county councils. The decision-
making power in these local authorities is exercised by elected assemblies.




The local authorities may levy taxes in order to perform their tasks.
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